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On Jan. 5, former health minister Miguel Montepeque presented evidence to reporters regarding
corruption and influence peddling in President Jorge Serrano's administration. Two days later,
unidentified assailants shot at Montepeque's home outside Guatemala City. Despite material
damages, Montepeque and his family were not injured in the attack. Montepeque resigned from his
post in May 1992 and was expelled from Serrano's party Solidarity Action Movement (Movimiento
de Accion Solidaria, MAS) the following month. Despite his expulsion, Montepeque continues to
serve as a deputy in the legislature. Montepeque specifically accused Serrano of orchestrating a
coverup designed to protect government officials, political groups and others who provided support
for his 1990 presidential campaign. Among other examples, Montepeque said that during his tenure
as health minister, on several occasions he received notes from Serrano instructing his ministry to
purchase goods from a Honduran firm that had made contributions to Serrano's election campaign.
He also accused the President of involvement in shady land deals, including the use of unethical
methods to acquire farmland in Izabal department. According to Montepeque, Serrano "resorted
to pressure tactics to acquire large tracts of land, and evicted peasant families with children and
old people who had been farming those lands for more than 40 years." Montepeque said he has
requested a judicial investigation into a two million quetzal (US$400,000) fraud case involving a
public hospital and was prepared to request a separate inquiry into the reputed disappearance of
seven million quetzals (US$1.4 million) at the Finance Ministry. On Jan. 7, Montepeque condemned
the attack against his home but said he would not be intimidated into abandoning his efforts to
combat corruption. (Sources: Inter Press Service, 01/05/93; Agence France-Presse, 01/07/93)
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